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RBC MEETING MINUTES
2010 WEF Residuals and Biosolids Specialty Conference
SAVANNAH, GA
MAY 26, 2010
RBC Sunset Review – Peter Brady/Todd Williams
Peter Brady reviewed membership of RBC and progress in diversification including
Young Professional (YPs). Todd Williams explained how to join the RBC. Contact is
Theresa Mixon. Ex-RBC chair Mike Moore provided compliments on the course of RBC.
Williams indicated that a survey conducted 3 years ago helped set direction for the
RBC. Bob Wimmer indicated the success in getting YPs involvement; and that a
planned survey planned is intended to offer assignments to new members. Sam
Hadeed indicated that two WEF Biosolids Position Statement s are under review and
asked for comments on the drafts by June 4 in order to have a final review by the
Government Affairs Committee prior to later approval by the Board of Trustees.
Outreach and Education Subcommittee – Rhonda Bowen
Rhonda Bowen provided an overview of the subcommittee is hoping to accomplish.
Some of the discussion included updates on various state biosolids issues,
opportunities to develop fact sheets, and possible participation in a webinar. Bowen also
announced that Natalie Sierra had agreed to serve as the new vice-chair.
Agricultural & Industrial Byproducts Subcommittee – Lynne Moss
Lynne Moss discussed some of the upcoming conferences that may be of interest to
subcommittee members and the potential synergies with other WEF committees. Moss
discussed the possibility of a webinar, with NBP involvement, including the involvement
of Dwight Bowman who completed a manual on manure pathogens.
Bioenergy Technology S/C – David Parry
David Parry discussed the upcoming WEFTEC pre-conference workshop at WEFTEC
2010. Barriers to biogas was indicated as high interest topic. The Solids manual
continues to have wide involvement by a number of subcommittee members. Parry
indicated that there is Technology Task Force involvement, including a new Biofuels
Task Force, led by Nate Turner that is focusing on biofuels from WWTP residuals.
Considerable discussion was held during the subcommittee meeting on a hot topic reclassification of biosolids as solid wastes. Peter Brady cited the legacy of work done
in this area over the last few years. Parry indicated that the Carbon Task Force (CTF) launched by Lori Stone; is chaired by Trish Scanlan. The CTF efforts are focusing on

metrics (authored by Bob Forbes). The CTF goal is to consolidate what is going on.
Some 25 people in the CTF participating in a separate meeting at Savannah.
Research & Development S/C – Robert Kelly
No report was provided as Robert Kelly, chair, was unable to attend and was in Iceland
Specialty Conference S/C – Mark Lang on behalf of Greg Woodward
Mark Lang reported that the Savannah Conference was a huge success with more than
600 hundred in attendance. The 2011 WEF Residuals and Specialty Conference will be
held on May 22-25 in Sacramento, CA. Mike Moore and Bob Gillette are serving as cochairs. The 2012 Conference will be held on March 25-28 in Raleigh, NC. Richard
Tsang is serving as Chair. The 2013 Conference is scheduled for Phoenix but is still in
flux, as a chairperson has not been identified. The 2014 Conference is scheduled for
Louisville, KY (Chair TBD). The 2015 Conference will be held in Virginia Beach. Todd
Williams and Rhonda Bowen agreed to serve as co-chairs.
EPA Office of Water Update – Rick Stevens
Rick Stevens presented an update of EPA biosolids activities that were indicated on the
Power Point slides and were posted electronically on the WEF biosolids AWK page for
the Savannah meeting (see EPA slides). Sam Hadeed provided an update on WEF’s
review of the proposed EPA rulemaking on the definition of solid waste and the issues
associated with the proposal. Hadeed indicated that a WEF Solid Waste Work Group
comprised of volunteers from the RBC and Government Affairs and Air Quality and
Odor Control Committees will be providing comments for submittal to EPA by the
August 3 deadline. Hadeed also indicated the NACWA, under the leadership of Bob
Dominak, was also preparing its own independent review of the rulemaking , particularly
focusing on the potential impacts on sewage sludge incineration facilities.
WEF biosolids communications resources – Sam Hadeed
Sam Hadeed discussed the recent development of a fact sheet as a WEF response to
request made from California regarding the San Francisco compost issue. WEF has
now created a centralized biosolids communications exchange on the Biosolids Access
Water Knowledge section of www.wef.org. Hadeed indicated that the regional biosolids
associations, NBP, WEF, and interested parties met on Monday to provide updates on
each organization’s activities to serve as a framework for improved communication.
established. Hadeed also mentioned that a new technical practice update (TPU) is now
available on co-digestion of high strength wastes.
NBP Partnership update – Eileen O’Neill
Eileen O’Neill provided a status report for the NBP EMS program indicating that 30
organizations have now been certified and that a new program offering is forthcoming to
help attract more agencies that can go through the initial verification process but can
have a less frequent re-audit schedule due to concerns with audit costs. O’Neill
highlighted the education and clearinghouse services that NBP is providing, led by Sam
Hadeed, that includes quarterly “no charge” webcasts, launch of a new web site housed
within WEF, and a new e-newsletter template. Future activities with focus on education

and communication, including integration with WEF operational infrastructure, new
program offerings, and closer collaboration with the RBC. WEF is looking at biosolids as
a part of a bigger world of energy and carbon management and how NBP can service
this and other areas of need in a partnership and a new outlook.
Solids Manual Update – Tim Shea for Mike Moore
Tim Shea provided a status report on the Solids Manual development. A number of
chapters have been received and only a few chapters remain to be completed. The
group will meet again in New Orleans during WEFTEC to continue progress towards
completion of a final draft by the 2011 Residuals and Biosolids Specialty Conference in
May at Sacramento, CA with the ultimate goal of a final document by WEFTEC 2011.
The manual will be an online publication that will allow for regular updates.
WERF Coordination and TCR Project Update – Alan Hais
Alan Hai reviewed the recently published reports from WERF that were part of the RBC
online meeting posting prior to Savannah. Hais indicated that WERF has established an
open policy for free downloads of reports 5 years and older.
New Business - Todd Williams/Jimmy Slaughter/Greg Kester/Natalie Sierra
Todd Williams discussed a new directive from WEF to appoint a coordinator of the
knowledge committees to coordinate workshop selection for future WEFTECs. There
was agreement to establish a work group consisting of the S/C officers and appointees.
The PP slide provides the structure and will be headed by John Willis. There is an
expectation that two or three topics will be supported and ideas are welcome for
2011.The goal: to bring order to the process of selecting workshops.
Jimmy Slaughter provided an update on Kern County headed possibly to the Supreme
Court although it is highly unlikely that the court will take up the appeal.
Greg Kester and Natalie Sierra provided an overview of the issues associated with the
San Francisco composting controversy that arose this past Spring. Both discussed the
giveaway program and the testing S.F. had undertaken to ensure that their compost
was safe. The issue had sparked widespread media coverage and activist involvement.
Adjourn
The RBC meeting adjourned at 8:30 am.

