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Top Story
Bridging the Middle East Divide
Water access disputes reflect long-standing conflict between Palestine, Israel
Shaddad Attili, water and environment policy advisor for the Palestinian Liberation Organization’s Negotiations
Support Unit, was in Washington, D.C., June 14 to discuss what he calls a “catastrophic” situation for the people of
Palestine.
This map by the Palestinian Water Authority and
the Palestinian Negotiations Support Unit shows
the shared groundwater basins in Palestine.
Map courtesy of Shaddad Attili. Click on the
image for a larger, PDF view of the map.

Attili, along with the group’s legal advisor Fuad Bateh, presented “Water and the Two-State Solution: Palestine and
Israel.” The pair spoke on Israel’s effects on Palestine’s water access and touched upon the current feasibility study
regarding the possible construction of the Red Sea–Dead Sea Canal. Read more.

From the President: The Impending World Water Crisis
by Mohamed F. Dahab

I recently returned from Stockholm, Sweden, where I had
the fortune of participating in Stockholm Water Week
Aug. 12–18 — arguably one of the most diverse global
water forums.
Attendees included ecologists, engineers, technologists,
economists, political scientists, and social activists,
among others. Stockholm Water Week examines the
world’s water situation with special emphasis on water
supply and sanitation. Read more.
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Bridging the Middle East Divide
Water access disputes reflect long-standing conflict between Palestine, Israel
Shaddad Attili, water and environment policy advisor for the Palestinian Liberation Organization’s Negotiations
Support Unit, was in Washington, D.C., June 14 to present what he calls a “catastrophic” situation for the people of
Palestine. Attili, along with the group’s legal advisor Fuad Bateh, presented “Water and the Two-State Solution:
Palestine and Israel.”
The pair spoke on Israel’s effects on Palestine’s water access and touched upon the current feasibility study
regarding the possible construction of the Red Sea–Dead Sea Canal. The program, held at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies, was presented, but not endorsed, by the Water Environment Federation (Alexandria, Va.).
According to Attili, there currently is an inequitable division of access to water sources among Israel, the West Bank,
and the Gaza Strip — with Israel’s access to water greatly outweighing that of Palestine. Attili said that there are four
shared aquifers, as well as the Jordan River Basin — all able to provide water to both Israel and Palestine, but, Attili
explained, Palestine’s access to these water sources has been heavily regulated by Israel. Water quality, availability,
and treatment have been at the core of the ongoing conflict between Israel and Palestine ever since Israeli
occupation, said Attili.

Without an equitable distribution of water from shared sources, there can be no peace between Israel and
Palestine.
— Shaddad Attili

“Right after the occupation, Israel issued a military order, and by this military order, they put all water sources as
property of the state,” said Attili of the Israeli-occupied West Bank. “Since 1967, Palestinians are not allowed to dig a
well or to develop water resources or any water project unless they have permit or license from the occupation
power.”
Yossi Guttman, chief hydrologist for Mekorot Water Co. (Tel Aviv, Israel), said in an e-mail that Israel approves wells
for drinking purposes in the West Bank, but the problem lies in Palestine using water from those wells for agriculture
and other nondrinking purposes, causing a shortage of drinking water. He discussed in particular the western portion
of the mountain aquifer. The mountain aquifer consists of three basins which lie beneath the West Bank. According to
the Foundation for Middle East Peace (Washington, D.C.), in terms of groundwater obtained, Israel “receives 79% of
the Mountain Aquifer and the Palestinians 21%.”
Guttman said that the Israeli–Palestinian Joint Water Committee has “declared many times” that “Palestinians should
start to reuse their sewage for agriculture instead of using fresh water (from the western aquifer) that should be used
for drinking purposes only. The Palestinians agreed to this solution, but in the field, nothing happened. We approve
only wells that are 100% for drinking purposes.”
Attili said this western aquifer “does have a drillable area, but it is annexed by the wall.” The wall he refers to is the
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Israel West Bank Barrier, which was designed by Israel and winds throughout the West Bank.
In the Gaza Strip, the health of the approximately 1.5 million people who live there is in jeopardy due to the lack of
clean water, Attili explained. Since it is not Israeli-occupied, Palestine has control over its own water sources but only
has access to a shallow groundwater aquifer. The aquifer is easily accessed by wells and has been overabstracted,
Attili said, to support industry, agriculture, and the economy.
3
According to Attili, the aquifer supplying water to Gaza Palestinians has a sustainable yield of 55 million m /yr, yet
3
150 million m /yr is being abstracted. The overabstraction of this aquifer has led to saltwater intrusion. Additionally,
lack of proper wastewater treatment in Gaza has led to wastewater leaking back into the groundwater supply, Attili
said.

According to Attili, “more than 80%” of the groundwater being abstracted in the Gaza Strip is unsuitable for drinking.
“But there is no other choice for them but to reabstract the water and to drink it,” he said. “They don’t have any
alternative sources. This is why more than 60% of disease in Gaza is water-related.”
Attili said that the poverty rate in Gaza is extremely high, with most people earning the equivalent of US$2 per day.
Outside funding for water treatment projects has been limited because of security issues in the area.
“Due to the security situation in Gaza, almost all work in developing the infrastructure has been undermined for other
reasons, like donors’ [postponement] of aid due to political reasons,” such as boycotting of the Hamas government,
Attili explained. Additionally, “Israel denied almost [all] water and wastewater infrastructure development in the West
Bank,” he said.
Red Sea–Dead Sea Canal
Another source of water in the region is the Jordan River Basin, which serves five countries, including Israel, Jordan,
Lebanon, Syria, and Palestine. However, starting in 1967, Israel diverted the water from Tiberias Lake via the Israeli
National Water Carrier, essentially denying access of this water to the West Bank. Prior to this diversion, water from
the Jordan River Basin ran along the West Bank via the Jordan River. According to Attili, the Dead Sea also is drying
up, as the Jordan River is no longer carrying water to it.
Currently, a feasibility study is under way by the World Bank (Washington, D.C.) on a potential Red Sea–Dead Sea
Canal, which would include transferring 1900 m3 (500,000 gal/d) from the Red Sea to the Dead Sea. The project
would include desalinating the Red Sea water and generating energy for Palestine, Israel, and Jordan. According to
the World Bank Web site, implementation of the study program will begin this month.
While Attili said additional desalination plants would be needed by both Palestine and Israel, desalination of the Red
Sea is “an important means of increasing future water availability.”
Guttman agreed. “The countries that live along the Dead Sea understand that they have to find a solution to save the
Dead Sea and to stop the drop of its level,” he said in an e-mail.
Water Rights
“To create a Palestinian state that is viable, water must be included,” Attili said. “Water rights is one of the permanent
status issues between Israelis and Palestinians. We have been denied access to the Jordan River since 1967, [and]
as for the aquifers in the West Bank, we are not allowed to extract water unless Israel approves such extraction.
Unfortunately, Israel is denying our access.”
Attili proposes a “positive sum outcome” in which Palestine’s water access would be increased without affecting
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Israel’s own water supply. The objective is “to provide both parties with an allocation [of water] that is both equitable
and reasonable under international law and sustainable over time,” he said. Without an equitable distribution of water
from shared sources, there can be no peace between Israel and Palestine, he said.
John Murray, a senior consultant at CMPartners (Cambridge, Mass.) — which advises and trains organizations on
conflict management and negotiations throughout the world — attended Attili’s presentation in Washington, D.C. He
also is a recently retired professor of practice in international relations at the Maxwell School, Syracuse University
(N.Y.), and associate director of Maxwell’s Program on the Analysis and Resolution of Conflicts.
“For many places around world — including the arid West in the U.S. — where there’s [water] scarcity, people begin
to compare and look around,” Murray said. “‘Why is somebody else able to use water that we need? We don’t have
enough water.’ When they look around and start criticizing other people, then people get angry, frustrated, start
blaming — all of the things that create division. Water is the most stabilizing of requirements. People overlook the
idea of water, and this was [Attili’s] point when he was focusing on [Palestine] and that it’s a humanitarian crisis, and
how water is an inextricable part of that crisis.”
Positive Sum Outcome
Attili is focused on what he calls the positive sum outcome for both Israel and Palestine’s water issues by transferring
approximately 1900 m3/yr from the Red Sea to the Dead Sea via a canal. The objective, he explained, is “to provide
both parties with an allocation that is both equitable and reasonable under international law and sustainable over
time.”
Attili explained that there should be no concern that Israelis would be denied their regular amount of water — for
drinking, agriculture, and industry — during the transfer of water. Eventually, desalination plants would be constructed
to provide potable water.
“Israel is concerned; they don’t want to reduce their water use — they want to be able to use the same water that
they’re using now,” said Murray. “What I got out of it was that they don’t need to fear. If you reallocate, equitably, the
shared water resources, you do it on paper initially. And you then work together over the intervening 10, 15, 20 years,
as the Palestinians build the infrastructure, make plans, their economy recovers … then desalination, wastewater
reuse, and bulk importation options are available so that Israel and Palestine can have as much water as they need.”
The overarching message of Attili and Bateh’s presentation, Murray explained, is that water is central to both Israel
and Palestine in their security issues.
“What is necessary here is what is necessary in most river basins, if not all river basins,” Murray said, “and that is
parties need to come, sit down at the table, and talk — sincerely, in good faith — looking at data, making sure they
have credible data jointly, all working on the same page.”
— Meghan H. Oliver, WEF Highlights

From the President: The Impending World Water Crisis
I recently returned from Stockholm, Sweden, where I had the fortune of participating in Stockholm Water Week Aug.
12–18 — arguably one of the most diverse global water forums. Attendees included ecologists, engineers,
technologists, economists, political scientists, and social activists, among others. Stockholm Water Week examines
the world’s water situation with special emphasis on water supply and sanitation. It reviews the progress toward
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solutions and the commitment to sustaining our water environment within an international setting. In addition to the
diverse discussions on water issues, the forum is highlighted by the awarding of the Stockholm Water Prize and the
Stockholm Junior Water Prize — highly coveted recognitions for outstanding contributions to the water sector.
It was clear from the many discussions at Water Week that the water crisis is worldwide. While we are all affected by
the current energy prices, the world is also facing a water crisis.
Recognizing Those Who Seek Solutions
Our fossil energy resources are fast being turned into atmospheric carbon dioxide by relentless consumption in the
West and rising demand by less developed countries that “aspire” to our standard of living, including China and India.
Besides creating unreasonable demands on existing and potential world fossil fuel supplies, the pace of fossil fuel
consumption has, according to most climate experts, accelerated the rate of climate change that is likely to impact all
parts of the globe. Coupled with the incessant and unmitigated environmental degradation and loss of biodiversity,
this climate change is expected to drastically alter the distribution and availability of global water resources. Some
climate experts expect these changes to include severe droughts in many areas as well as severe storms and floods
in others. In addition to precipitous warming that could melt the polar ice caps and contribute to the inundation of
many coastal areas. The net result is a vastly changed world, which we neither fully understand, nor are prepared to
handle in proactive ways.
Looking at the current state of affairs in the global water picture, one quickly realizes how depressing the situations
actually are. It is truly unfortunate that in this 21st century world there are more than 1 billion of us without access to
safe, clean water, and more than twice that many with no reasonable access to basic sanitation. One of the clear
messages that came out of Stockholm was the fact that the water-sanitation situation across the globe is getting
worse. In fact, there are more people without adequate access to water or basic sanitation than a decade ago. This is
truly untenable, and embarrassing.
Looking into the “crystal ball” of water, one can easily become perplexed as to where the world is going to secure its
water supplies and safe sanitation in the years to come. This is the principal reason that I believe that the global
water crisis is perhaps potentially more devastating than the world energy crisis.
We cannot permit ourselves to fall prey to despair. We have always relied on our imagination, persistence, and
ingenuity to solve our problems, and there is no reason to change that now.
Finding solutions to the combined effects of the crises of energy consumption and shortages, access to water,
environmental degradation, and impending climate change will require basic alterations in the way we live, the way
we use energy, and the way we handle our waste. In other words, basic lifestyle changes will be needed. We will not
be able to reverse the effects of climate change, but we must be prepared to live with it. This will require that we take
meaningful steps to conserve and reduce consumption of water resources and energy, manage our wastes in ways
that recover the resources and energy that we are currently losing, and be serious about sustaining our
environmental resources. We must learn to live as responsible members of the human family.
Stockholm Water Week is about recognizing meaningful contributions to our understanding of water sciences and
technology. It is also about meaningful contributions to our understanding to how water shapes our human existence.
To that end, the Stockholm Water Foundation has established the Stockholm Water Prize and the Stockholm Junior
Water Prize. The Water Prize is awarded to individuals who have typically devoted a lifetime’s worth of contributions
to water and environmental sciences, or to water social sciences. The Junior Water Prize is intended to promote
research in water sciences and technology among young people — typically pre-university level.
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The Stockholm Water Prize is in many ways very similar to the Nobel Prize. It is awarded to the selected recipient by
the King of Sweden and accorded honors and royal rituals that are quite similar to those associated with the Nobel
Prize. This year, the Stockholm Water Prize was awarded to a very well known and distinguished long-time member
of the Water Environment Federation (Alexandria, Va.), Dr. Perry L. McCarty, the Silas H. Palmer Professor
(Emeritus) of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Stanford University (Palo Alto, Calif.). McCarty was awarded
the prize for “pioneering work in developing the scientific approach for the design and operation of water and
wastewater systems. He has established the role of fundamental microbiology and chemistry in the design of
bioreactors. Professor McCarty has defined the field of environmental biotechnology that is the basis for small-scale
and large-scale pollution control and safe drinking water systems,” according to the international nominating
committee.
®
He will give the keynote address at WEFTEC .07 Opening General Session (OGS) on Oct. 14. in San Diego. Read
more about McCarty and his WEFTEC appearance here.

Also this year celebrates the 10th year of awarding the Stockholm Junior Water Prize (SJWP). The 2007 winners
were a trio of high school students from Mexico who claimed the prize for their project “the elimination of lead from
water via bio-adsorption using eggshell” — a novel approach utilizing local bio-organic waste material and eggshells
to adsorb lead in contaminated industrial wastewater. The winners of the Stockholm Junior Water Prize are invited to
WEFTEC and will be recognized during the Opening General Session. Read more about the SJWP winners here.
— Mohamed F. Dahab
2006–2007 WEF President

®
WEFTEC .07 Is Almost Here: Are You Ready?

San Diego, seen above, hosts this year's WEFTEC.

Please make note of the following deadlines and key information for the upcoming WEFTEC®.07, Oct. 13–17, in San
Diego:

•

Housing Deadline: Sept.14
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•
•
•
•

Cancellation Deadline: Sept.14
Attendees and exhibitors can register online up to and during the conference dates, and can pick up their
badges onsite.
WEFTEC.07 will feature 119 technical sessions, 30 workshops, and eight facility tours.
More than 950 companies will exhibit to an estimated 17,500 attendees.
To receive the proceedings CD-ROM that is included in some registration categories, attendees must visit
the proceedings counter in the WEF bookstore to have their badge scanned.
To receive Professional Development Hours (PDHs) for time spent in the exhibit hall, attendees must scan
their badges at the door. In the past, attendees were required to use the same badge scanner upon entering
and exiting the exhibit hall in order — this no longer applies. Attendees may use any badge scanner upon
entering and exiting the exhibit hall to receive PDHs.

Stockholm Water Prize Laureate, Underwater Photographer Speak at WEFTEC®.07
WEFTEC.07 in San Diego will kick off with an opening general session featuring Perry L. McCarty, the 2007 recipient
of the Stockholm Water Prize, as the keynote speaker, and famed underwater photographer David Doubilet.
This year’s opening general session is scheduled for 4:30–6:00 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 14 — marking a departure from
the Monday morning opening sessions of years past. The theme of the opening general session is sustainability, an
issue of great relevance to all water quality professionals.
McCarty was the recipient of the 2007 Stockholm Water Prize from the Stockholm International Water Institute
(Sweden). McCarty was honored for his pioneering work in developing the scientific approach for the design and
operation of water and wastewater systems and establishing the role of fundamental microbiology and chemistry in
the design of bioreactors. The prize also credited McCarty with defining the field of environmental biotechnology that
is the basis for small and large scale pollution control and safe drinking water systems.
The Stockholm Water Prize credits McCarty’s work with helping to create more efficient biological treatment
processes, most notably anaerobic treatment systems for industrial and municipal wastewater systems, biological
nutrient removal, and the development and use of biofilm reactors. He also identified the mechanisms for
biodegradation and the fate of hazardous and anthropogenic trace chemicals, as well as suitable engineering for
water quality improvement of ground and surface water and soils.
The Stockholm Water Prize also recognized his work with organic compounds and pollutants in underground aquifer
systems and wastewater. The prize cited McCarty’s work with leading to the development and practical
implementation of methods to treat toxic chemicals in groundwater, particularly chlorinated pollutants generated from
industry.
McCarty currently works as the Silas H. Palmer Emeritus Professor of civil engineering at Stanford University (Calif.).
His research efforts focus on biological processes for the control of environmental contaminants. Early research
centered on anaerobic treatment processes, water reuse, and biological processes for nitrogen removal. McCarty’s
current research concentrates on aerobic and anaerobic biological processes for control of hazardous chemicals,
advanced wastewater treatment processes, and the movement, fate, and control of groundwater contaminants.
Going Deep
Taking a visual approach to water, David Doubilet will speak at the opening general session and share some of his
work. Considered the world’s leading underwater photographer, Doubilet has introduced a generation of readers to
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the mysteries and wonders of the deep. Exploring remote atolls, barrier reefs, and exotic marine life he has shot more
than 60 stories for National Geographic and published numerous books. Celebrated worldwide, his photographs are
prized as much for their scientific value as their aesthetic beauty and will be featured in his presentation, "Water
Portraits from our Blue Planet."
San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders will deliver the welcome to San Diego during the opening general session. Sanders
worked as a police officer in San Diego for 26 years, serving as chief of police from 1993 to 1999. During his 6-year
tenure as chief, Sanders oversaw a more than 40% decrease in crime in the city.
Read more about WEFTEC.07 in the August issue of Water Environment & Technology. For conference details, go to
www.weftec.org.
Michael Bonsiewich and Lori Harrison contributed to this article.

®
Blue Skies, Green Convention Center: WEFTEC .07 Host Promotes Conservation, Sustainability

This year, WEFTEC® will not only have sessions and workshops dedicated to green technologies and sustainable
practices in water and wastewater treatment, it will be hosted at a convention center that is a model of green
efficiency. From recycling used batteries to landscaping with drought-tolerant plants, the San Diego Convention
Center — site of WEFTEC.07 — has it all.

Left, a man recycles at the San Diego Convention Center. Right, workers load up old chillers the convention center replaced in 2005. In total,
3400 tons of absorption chiller machines used for venting and air conditioning resulting in greater energy efficiency were replaced. The
annual energy savings is $344,000 and the energy consumption has been reduced by 2.9 million kWh per year. Photos courtesy of the
SDCCC. Click images for larger view.

Here are some of the San Diego Convention Center’s green stats:
Water Conservation

•
•
•

Low-flow, automatic sinks and toilets in all restrooms.
Outdoor landscaping uses drip irrigation, drought-tolerant plants, and mulch to reduce watering.
Combined efforts save 307 m3/yr (81,026 gal/yr) of water.

Recycle, Reuse
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•
•
•

Beginning in 1990, glass and plastic bottles, aluminum cans, mixed paper, wood pallets, and clean green
waste were diverted to the City of San Diego’s recycling center. Mixed recyclables (paper, plastic, aluminum,
glass) are collected daily in clearly marked bins throughout the building on a “no-fee” basis.
In 2006, the San Diego Convention Center Corporation (SDCCC) recycled more than 953 tonne (1,050 ton)
or 33% of its total waste.
While recycling is the right thing to do, the practical advantage is recyclables generated nearly $10,000 in
revenue and saved $48,000 in annual fees for a net gain of $58,000 in 2006.
Used batteries, printer ink cartridges, light bulbs, tires, and corrugated cardboard (baled onsite) are among
additional items being recycled. Copper wire is also recycled after every show, averaging 4.5 tonne (5 ton)
annually.
Only products made with biodegradable, recycled materials, including copy paper, legal pads, envelopes,
toilet paper, facial tissue, and paper towels are purchased.
All in-house vendor contracts require adherence to “green” practices.

Energy Conservation

•
•
•

Recent heating/cooling system replacement and upgrades save 2.9 million kWh annually.
Energy-management software and energy-efficient lighting saves 734,000 kWh annually.
Energy-efficient dishwashers in kitchen save 3297 kWh and 31 m3/yr (8198 gal/yr).

Donating Reusable Goods

•
•

SDCCC works with clients to ensure excess food is donated to local charities following events. In 2006,
188.7 tonne (208 ton) of food was donated.
Leftover convention items, unclaimed lost and found items, and surplus furniture and computers are donated
to local schools and social service organizations. In 2006, 3.2 tonne (3.5 ton) of these miscellaneous items
were donated.

Learn About, Join International Coordination Committee at WEFTEC®.07
The International Coordination Committee (ICC) of the Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.)
presents an open invitation to their annual meeting at WEFTEC®.07 in San Diego.
The ICC welcomes international member association directors, international delegates, and others to the event. At
the meeting, ICC members will learn about the new WEF global membership package of benefits and services, as
well as discuss plans on how to best share technological information worldwide and increase global input to WEF.
Anyone with an interest in joining ICC is encouraged to attend.
The meeting will be held Sunday October 14, 1:00–3:00 p.m. in rooms 27A and 27B of the San Diego Convention
Center.

Water For People Names Five Countries for Expansion
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The Water For People (Denver) board of directors recently announced plans to expand its international development
program to five additional countries, which will significantly increase Water For People’s impact in the developing
world. The countries targeted for expansion over the next five years are Ecuador, Nicaragua, Rwanda, Uganda, and
the Dominican Republic, according to a Water For People news release. Water For People is a private, nonprofit
international development organization that supports the development of safe drinking water resources and improved
sanitation facilities in developing countries.
These new program locations will strategically complement existing work in Bolivia, Guatemala, Honduras, India, and
Malawi. The adoption of these countries will double the number served by Water For People and will position the
organization to reach its target of directly benefiting 1000 new people per day by 2011.
The unanimous decision was reached a year after the board of directors adopted its 5-year strategic plan, which calls
for aggressive expansion of its sustainable program model to more people in countries who need safe drinking water,
adequate sanitation, and hygiene education.
The five countries were selected following a careful review of 10 countries identified in earlier desk studies. Each of
the 10 countries was carefully evaluated by a team of World Water Corps volunteers, who conducted extensive
scoping studies during April and May 2007. Volunteer teams visited each country to assess needs, meet with
potential partner organizations, and evaluate the potential for the successful implementation of Water For People’s
community-based model. Volunteer teams presented their findings to the Water For People International Programs
Committee and the Board of Directors at its June 23 meeting in Toronto.
Water For People plans to launch work in Ecuador and Nicaragua in 2007, followed by Rwanda in 2008. Work in
Uganda and the Dominican Republic will be initiated over the next 4 years, as resources allow.
“It was a difficult decision, as all of the countries under consideration have a real need for Water For People’s work,”
said Fred Elwell, Water For People president. “The countries selected fit with Water For People’s model of community
involvement and demonstrate a high potential for success, which guided much of the decision-making process. A
great deal of credit is owed to our World Water Corps volunteers and the members of the International Programs
Committee, who did an excellent job in researching the need and potential of each country.”
For more information, visit Water For People online.
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News & Events
WWMD 2008: International Program Boosts Interest in Water Quality
The Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) and its partner, the International Water Association
(London), invite citizens from around the globe to participate in a truly unique experience of water quality monitoring
— World Water Monitoring Day™ (WWMD).
WWMD is an international outreach program that builds public awareness and involvement in protecting water
resources. Held annually from Sept. 18 to Oct. 18, the program engages communities in monitoring the condition of
local rivers, streams, estuaries, and other waterbodies.
According to Linda Kelly, WEF’s director of public communications, one of the greatest attributes of the program is its
simplicity.
“The beauty of World Water Monitoring Day™ is how easy it is to participate. You don’t have to be an experienced
water monitor or water quality professional to take part,” Kelly explained. “Each year the program attracts participants
of varying age, gender, nationality, and background — from Girl Scouts to senior citizens’ groups. It’s a wonderful
way to unite communities around this precious resource,” Kelly said.
An easy-to-use test kit, specifically designed for WWMD, allows participants to sample local waterbodies for a core
set of water quality parameters including temperature, acidity (pH), clarity (turbidity), and dissolved oxygen. Field
results are then entered into an international database and summarized on the program’s Web site.
In 2006 nearly 4000 sites were monitored worldwide from Armenia to Venezuela. Almost 55% of the sites were from
the United States, with 2142 sites in 49 states, plus the District of Columbia. After the United States, Canada (991
sites), Taiwan (587 sites), and Australia (149 sites) led global WWMD efforts.
“Our goal is to have one million people in 100 countries participating by 2012,” Kelly said.
Registration is open for the 2007 monitoring period, and WWMD events are beginning planned worldwide. WEF
encourages its members and member associations to get involved. A special launch event will officially kickoff the
month long monitoring period on Sept. 18 in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area.
For more information about the program, site registration, or to order monitoring kits, visit the World Water Monitoring
Day Web site.

New WEF Membership Renewal Program
As a Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) member, you may have noticed an increase in the
number of renewal notices you’ve been receiving. This past spring, WEF implemented a new membership renewal
program that increased the number of notices regarding your membership status from three to as many as seven.
This new program is based on member feedback indicating a desire for more renewal reminders from WEF, and we
are happy to serve your needs.
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As part of the new membership renewal program, members will now receive the first renewal notice, in the form of an
e-mail, 4 months prior to their membership expiration date. This will be followed by a three mailed renewal notices: 3
months prior to expiration, 2 months prior to expiration, and 1 month prior to expiration, respectively. On the month of
expiration, if the member still has not renewed their membership, a second e-mail reminder will be sent. During the
month after expiration, a reminder phone call is made to the member, and 2 months after expiration, a final renewal
notice is mailed to the member.
Members can now renew their memberships online as early as 4 months prior to expiration and as late as 2 months
after expiration.
We hope that this new renewal system, as a response to our members’ requests, will serve as an added benefit to
you, making the WEF membership renewal process easier and more convenient. If at any time you wish not to
receive the e-mails in this program, please call us at (800) 666-0206 or (703) 684-2452, or send an e-mail to
renewals@wef.org.

Reviewers Sought for WEF Manuals of Practice

The Water Environment Federation’s (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) Technical Practice Committee is looking for
individuals willing to serve as reviewers in the development of the following technical publications:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Biofilm Reactors,
Biological and Chemical Systems for Nutrient Removal,
Design of Urban Runoff Controls,
Energy Conservation in Wastewater Treatment Plants,
Natural Systems for Wastewater Treatment, and
Wastewater Collection Systems Management.

Reviewers will be responsible for providing written comments at the outline and/or draft stages
according to the respective development schedules.
If you are interested in participating as a reviewer and will be able to work closely with other WEF
volunteers, the task force chair, and WEF staff and dedicate your expertise and time to ensuring that a
quality manual is developed according to the publication development schedule, please e‐mail Assistant
Project Manager Britt Sheinbaum, at bsheinbaum@wef.org.

Black & Veatch Promotes WEF Board Member Matt Bond
Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) Board of Trustees member Matt Bond was
recently named associate vice president and wastewater practice leader for the central region of Black &
Veatch. Based in Kansas City, Mo., Black & Veatch is an engineering, consulting, and construction
company.
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Matt Bond, a licensed professional engineer in Kansas and a WEF Board
of Trustees member, was recently promoted at Black & Veatch. Click on
photo for larger image.

Bond is a nationally known leader in the wastewater industry, highlighted by his involvement at WEF. He
currently serves on the Board of Trustees and chairs the long‐range planning committee for the
organization.
Bond, a licensed professional engineer in Kansas, brings 24 years of experience, including more than 20
years with Black & Veatch. He has provided engineering and project management services on a number
of wastewater‐related projects throughout the United States and Canada. His specialty areas of
expertise include nutrient removal, biosolids management, sludge dewatering, odor control, and
infrastructure asset management.

Mexico Wins Stockholm Junior Water Prize
H.R.H. Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden presented the 2007 Stockholm
Junior Water Prize to (from left) Carlos Hernández Mejía, Dalia Graciela
Díaz Gómez, and Adriana Alcántara Ruiz of Mexico on Aug.14. Photo
courtesy of the Stockholm International Water Institute. Click on image for
larger view.

Adriana Alcántara Ruiz, Dalia Graciela Díaz Gómez, and Carlos Hernández Mejía from Mexico were awarded the
prestigious 2007 Stockholm Junior Water Prize in August during the World Water Week in Stockholm. The students
from the Cultural Institute of Paideia in Toluca, Mexico, received the prize from the hands of H.R.H. Crown Princess
Victoria on behalf of the Stockholm Water Foundation. They also received a USD $5,000 scholarship and a crystal
sculpture.
The Stockholm Junior Water Prize is presented each year to high-school age students for outstanding water-related
projects that focus on topics of environmental, scientific, social, or technological importance, according to a news
release from the Stockholm International Water Institute. The international honor is given to an individual or group
who, like their 27 co-competitors, has been awarded the top prize among national competitions. The National Country
winners travel to Stockholm from as far afield as Australia, Israel, and Vietnam. The official motivation of the

©2008 Water Environment Federation. All rights reserved.

News & Events
September 2007, Vol. 44, No. 7

_________________________________________________________________

Nominating Committee for this year’s winner is their use of a locally produced item that would normally end up in a
trash can.
“The Mexican team’s project, 'The Elimination of Pb(II) From Water Via BIO-Adsorption Using Eggshell,' developed a
novel approach to adsorb lead in industrial wastewater by utilizing eggshells, a locally abundant bio-organic waste
material,” the committee stated.
By mixing ground-up eggshells in a liquid lead solution, the young team from Mexico successfully removed more than
90% of lead pollutants from liquid waste. This low-cost, time-efficient method provides an alternative solution for
removing heavy metals, a pollutant and health hazard around the world, from water. The quick and effective process
can be applied in both small-scale industries and large industrial operations.
For its project, "The Biochemical Detoxification of Heavy Metals and its Application to the Water-Soil Environment in
the Agricultural Wetlands of the Pearl River Delta, China," the Chinese team of Yang Guo, Junhong Wu, and Sisi Yu
received an honourable mention.
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