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The Greening of the Tweens
Web Sites Offer Opportunities for the Eco-Conscious Young
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Remember when you were a kid, and the only
climate change you were concerned with was the
difference in temperature between your third-grade
classroom and the playground at recess time?
Today’s children are growing up with terms such as
“climate change,” “global warming,” and “reduce,
reuse, recycle” as part of their vocabulary. Read
more

image for larger view.

A Pro to Know
Bill Grandner is a senior stationary engineer with the New
York City Department of Environmental Protection, and is
the superintendent at the Owls Head Wastewater
Treatment plant in Brooklyn. He is responsible for the
operation, maintenance, and repair of the plant that treats
an average dry weather flow of 454,200 m³ (120 mgd). He
deals directly with the neighboring community responding
to complaints and updating them on conditions at the plant.
He is also the operator representative to the New York Water Environment Association (NYWEA) Board, and chief
operator for the Select Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovelers (5S). Grandner makes sure that New York’s Operations
Challenge team is up and running and that NYWEA is represented in the national competition. He also constantly
monitors the 5S members and assesses penalties for not wearing their shovel.

"Grandner performs his duties with a friendly
demeanor that makes him approachable to all. This makes
him a mentor to young professionals and operators at all
levels from all over the country."
— Nominated by Robert Adamski, vice president of Municipal Infrastructure Programs for Gannett Fleming (Locust
Valley, N.Y.).
Know a wastewater “pro” who deserves recognition? E-mail Meghan Oliver at moliver@wef.org for information on
how to nominate a hard-working friend or co-worker.
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Left to right: Edward A. Kondracki; Rocco Maiellano, EMUA executive director; Richard Alaimo, president of The Alaimo Group (Mt. Holly,
N.J.); Deputy Mayor Michael Schmidt; EMUA Commissioners Willard Weikel, Dennis Dugan, Joseph De Julius (chairman), and Joseph
Fisicaro; and Wayne Simpson, senior associate at The Alaimo Group. Click on image for larger view.

Evesham Municipal Utilities Authority (EMUA; Marlton, N.J.) recently broke ground for an $11 million
capital improvements project at its Kings Grant Wastewater Treatment Facility in Evesham Township,
N.J. Representatives from EMUA were joined by Evesham Township officials for a symbolic
groundbreaking ceremony at the 4-ha (10-ac) Barton Run Boulevard site, where the existing facility will
be replaced with a fully automated plant that will be more cost-effective and more efficient as well as
more protective of the surrounding pinelands ecosystem.
The project is funded, in part, through a $6 million, no-interest loan from the N.J. Department of
Environmental Protection’s New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust. The remaining $5 million is
funded through traditional bonds.
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The Greening of the Tweens
Web Sites Offer Opportunities for the Eco-Conscious Young
Remember when you were a kid, and the only climate change you were concerned with was the difference in
temperature between your third-grade classroom and the playground at recess time? Today’s children are growing up
with terms such as “climate change,” “global warming,” and “reduce, reuse, recycle” as part of their vocabulary. The
social networking side of the Internet has caught on, and tech-savvy kids have a number of digital ways to put their
green foot forward.
By Kids For Kids (BKFK; Stamford, Conn.), an online entrepreneurial Web site for children under 19, kicked off its first
Going Green Challenge in October. BKFK.com lets teens explore their own ideas by competing in various online
challenges, and honors winning ideas with a $10,000 award plus recognition of their idea on the Web site for 11th
Hour, a documentary on the global environment featuring actor Leonardo DiCaprio. The challenges range from digital
arts to sports evolution. Going Green is the latest addition to the site.
“By Kids For Kids is really all about empowering and inspiring kids and teens for their creative ideas in any form of
expression that they may have,” said Daniel Gwartz, chief executive officer for BKFK. “Our goal is really to provide
the inspiration and the facility for those ideas to develop and actually become a reality.”
The Going Green Challenge was created to motivate children to think about environmental problems and challenges
— whether across the globe or in their own backyard — and think of ways to solve them. “It’s starting them down the
process of believing your ideas can make a difference,” Gwartz said. “For us, the process that we see the teens go
through as they explore an idea and try to take it all the way through — it’s believing in yourself — that is a life skill.”
Gwartz said his company has great belief in kids and their ideas. Their youth lends them a hopeful perspective some
people may lose with time, he explained.
“They are more idealistic in their viewpoint of the world. What’s most exciting for us is this theme [of going green] is
extremely popular — not in a trendy way popular — but for kids it’s just about common sense. Why would you
pollute? Why would you do harm to the planet? It’s very simple.”
One of the tools BKFK provides is an inspirational section called “Meet the Innovator.” On the site, kids can search for
others who have achieved success in the same areas they want to pursue. A search might reveal Smitha
Ramakrishna, who, at age 13, decided to do something about the poor water conditions in parts of India after visiting
her grandparents there. She founded a children’s chapter of a global nonprofit organization focused on improving
India’s water issues, and later went on to form AWAKE — Arizona Water Activists Karing for the Environment, which
raises awareness on the state’s water conservation issues and sanitation.
Another BKFK profile reveals the work of Christina Faust, who, at age 16, began studying riparian buffers. Her
research, according to the BKFK Web site, has shown the importance of buffers to the ecosystem, and how their
destruction is detrimental to the environment. According to BKFK.com, “Christina used her work to successfully
protest a Georgia law that would have allowed the pollution of several streams.”
Some of the ideas fostered through BKFK become patented products.
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“We’ve filed patents for a number of kids that have come up with great inventions, so if there is a product, we will
certainly help that process,” Gwartz said. “But it’s not about that entirely. It could be a service idea. We’re seeing
ideas that are global in nature. A disaster like Katrina might inspire ideas for clean water, sanitation, animal wellbeing.”
Kid-Friendly Eco-Networking
Online social networking is huge among children and teens. Sites such as MySpace and Facebook have kids of all
ages connecting with others over the Internet.
Imbee, a social networking and blogging site, has partnered with National Geographic to form National Geographic
Kids Group (www.imbee.com/group/natgeokids), a MySpace-like site for the ecologically minded.
Dan Donovan, vice president of Marketing Industrious Kid Inc., which creates social networking platforms for children
including imbee.com, said the National Geographic Kids Group is for “kids who love to be outside. They’re very ecoconscious; they’re aware of global warming.”
Donovan said that the pairing of an environmentally and culturally focused information outlet, such as National
Geographic, with a children’s networking site is an ideal match.
“I think that more and more people are understanding that social media can be a fantastic thing in terms of
connecting people with ideas, and connecting people around areas of common interests, and in particular, kids,”
Donovan said. “Children are for the most part digital natives … being online, being in a community, and sharing
content is part of what they do.”
The National Geographic Kids Group, launched last summer, serves as “a distribution channel for [National
Geographic’s] kid-focused content,” Donovan said. “Topics range from the environment and thinking green, to videos
… about the dung beetle in Egypt.”
Just as on other social networking sites, kids can create their own profiles on the imbee site and “create their own
online experience,” Donovan explained. “So when they log in they come to a profile that’s really defined by them. The
profile can have media imbedded into it — podcasts, music, widgets — it’s much more like an offering you’d find on
Facebook, but tailor-made for the sub-13 user.”
But that’s just about where the similarities to other networking sites end. National Geographic Kids Group’s focus is
on learning and getting kids to think about real issues in today’s world.
“For us, as a social network, we are really trying to separate ourselves from other destinations for kids that tend to be
predominantly entertainment-focused,” Donovan explained. “We really want to put purpose back into why kids go
online.”
Heightened Expectations
Donovan said that the expectations children are held to — particularly in regard to their understanding of current
events — are too low.
“As a digital culture, we’ve spent so much time spoon-feeding our kids entertainment content, when we really should
be spoon-feeding them issues and awareness and issues-based content,” he said.
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“So often we shoot so low, when we should be shooting much higher. Kids are aware of what’s happening to our
environment, what’s happening on a world basis with politics — it’s hard to escape it in this day and age.
“Our feeling is that if you want to become a change agent for your child’s generation, you’ve got to get them plugged
into reasonable conservation related to whatever the topics are that you think are important as a parent,” explained
Donovan.
And parental involvement is important on the site. In fact, on the National Geographic Kids Group site there are
several layers of security, Donovan said, and use of the site requires a parental sign-off.
BKFK also recognizes the importance of parental involvement, and includes a page just for parents of children who
use the site.
“Oftentimes we find the parents come to us or look to us for ways to give their kids something to get involved in,” said
Gwartz of BKFK.com. “It’s about forming a dialogue, providing the right environment that encourages creativity,
rewards it, and helps overcome some of the obstacles.”
— Meghan H. Oliver, WEF Highlights

Tri-City Water Pollution Control Plant Earns NBP EMS Certification
The Tri-City Water Pollution Control Plant (TCWPCP;
Oregon City, Ore.), one of the 27 original charter
agencies to participate in National Biosolids Partnership’s
(NBP) Environmental Management System (EMS), on
Aug. 31 became the 17th agency to have its program
verified by a third-party audit. The plant serves the cities
of Oregon City, Gladstone and West Linn, as well as a
Pete Machno (NBP) presents diversion from the Clackamas County Service District
an NBP EMS certification
No.1.
plaque to the Clackamas
EMS Team: Mona LaPierre,
Michael Trent, Doug
Harbaugh, Dave Benfield,
Tim Killingbeck, Anya
Relleve, and Rod Raines.
Click for larger image.

By participating in the NBP’s certification process,
TCWPCP was able to establish sucession plan to ensure
the plant maintains its award-winning service for years to
come.

In addition to succession planning, TCWPCP had several major goals in mind while participating in the EMS process,
such as generating public involvement and improving documentation processes.
On average, Tri-City treats 31,794 m³ (8.4 mgd) through its secondary treatment plant. Treatment includes three
mechanical and one manual bar screen, two grit chambers, six primary clarifiers, four aeration basins, and two
secondary clarifiers. The plant’s two anaerobic digesters, operating in series, have a total combined capacity of 6662
m² (1.76 million gal).
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TCWPCP annually produces approximately 817 Mg (900 dry ton) of Class B biosolids that are dewatered to
approximately 24% solids. The biosolids are transported to the Wasco area in Sherman County, Ore. where they are
applied to dry land wheat. There is a total of 831 ha (2054 ac) for application spread over 10 application sites,
ranging in size from 22 to 154 ha (55 to 380 ac). All are in fallow with a 2-year cropping rotation. The Wasco region is
in a non-irrigated arid climate with an annual rainfall of 279 mm (11 in.). Therefore, application is available yearround. Onsite storage is available for up to 6 months at five of the sites.
To generate public involvements, TCWPCP’s EMS team used the tools and guidance the EMS process provided to
implement a consistent spill response plan for inside and outside the treatment plant, identify critical control points,
and create standard operating procedures for storing, hauling, and applying of biosolids. By including the community
in these efforts, Water Environment Services — which operates TCWPCP and provides wastewater collection and
treatment and biosolids reuse for regions within Clackamas County — was able to strengthen its connection with its
most valuable asset: its community members.
TCWPCP also took the initiative to create better documentation procedures by paralleling its processes with NBP
standards. Not only has TCWPCP improved its documentation processes, it has set a standard for new processes by
making all documentation available in electronic formats. This includes establishing and maintaining a Web site to
improve public outreach and education as well as internal information sharing.
The EMS team includes Mona LaPierre, Michael Trent, Doug Harbaugh, Dave Benfield, Tim Killingbeck, Anya
Relleve, Rod Raines, and Curtis Barton. Whenever possible, the team meets weekly to address the EMS
components as well as meet with senior leadership from Water Environment Services.
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News & Events
Metro Denver Wastewater Reclamation District Mourns Passing of Robert Hite
On Dec. 4, the Metro Denver Wastewater Reclamation District
announced the death of longtime district manager Robert W.
Hite.
A WEF member, 71-year-old Hite had served as district
manager since 1988. He also served on Metro’s board of
directors from 1971 to 1988, including serving an
unprecedented three terms as its chairman from 1980 to 1983.
The accomplishment Hite most cherished was leading Metro to become a major force in environmental stewardship.
He conceived and spearheaded the 1990 effort to change the District’s name from the Metropolitan Denver Sewage
Disposal District No. 1 to the Metro Wastewater Reclamation District.
Metro’s service area comprises 984 km² (380 mi²) and treats the wastewater from about 1.5 million people in
metropolitan Denver. The service area also includes parts of Adams, Arapahoe, and Jefferson Counties as well as
the cities of Arvada, Aurora, Lakewood, Thornton, and part of Westminster.
Some of Hite’s other significant accomplishments include improving upon Metro’s business practices, extending its
planning horizon, nurturing lines of communication between Metro and its various regulatory authorities, and
improving employee benefits and working conditions. As a result, Metro has won numerous national awards and is
now recognized as one of the preeminent wastewater treatment authorities in the nation.
During his time at Metro, Hite also served as president of the Association of Metropolitan Sewerage Agencies (now
the National Association of Clean Water Agencies; Washington, D.C.), as chairman of the National Biosolids
Partnership (Alexandria, Va.), and on the board of Water for People (Denver).
Hite began his service at Metro with his appointment to the board by Denver Mayor Bill McNichols. He had sought the
appointment after hearing it had problems that needed to be solved.
Hite grew up in Colorado Springs, Colo. and graduated from Colorado College (Colorado Springs) in 1958. He
earned a J.D. from New York University School of Law in 1961. Following law school, he served in the Judge
Advocate General Corps of the U.S. Navy in Newport, R.I., before returning to Denver to begin practicing law.
Hite is survived by his wife, Sarah, five children, and 10 grandchildren.

WEF Welcomes Nominations for Annual Awards
Each year, the Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) presents a variety of awards that recognize
excellence and achievement in the water environment profession. The WEF Annual Awards are presented in the
categories of individual service and contribution, education, organization and association recognition, operational and
design excellence, and published papers.
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If you know someone who has made a difference in the water environment, don’t let their accomplishments go
unacknowledged. WEF wants to make sure all its distinguished leaders receive the recognition they deserve.
The nomination deadlines for the 2008 WEF Annual Awards are March 1 and April 1. See Web site, here, for details
on deadlines.
For a complete list of award categories and to download a nomination form, click here.
Contact Liz Schulz with any questions at eschulz@wef.org or (703) 684-2400, ext. 7738.

WEF Seeks Delegate-at-Large Nominations
The Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) is seeking nominations for delegates-at-large for its
House of Delegates. The nomination deadline is March 1.
The House of Delegates is the deliberative and representational body of WEF, and advises the WEF Board of
Trustees on matters of strategic direction and public policy development.
Delegate-at-large members of the House of Delegates are selected by the WEF Nominating Committee and
approved by the House, for a 3-year term. Delegates-at-large hold the responsibility of representing to the House the
interests of WEF members that are not covered by members of the House representing member associations.
Any WEF member and Member Associations may nominate a candidate for a WEF House of Delegates delegate-atlarge position. WEF members may self-nominate.
Nominations are sought for four delegate-at-large positions to begin a 3-year term of service in October 2008.
Nomination Criteria and Procedures
Nominations must be submitted using the WEF Nomination form, and must include all requested information.
Incomplete nominations will not be considered.
Delegate-at-large nominees must meet the minimum criteria of the WEF Constitution and Bylaws of both being a
WEF member and having a willingness to serve a 3-year term. The nominee must have professional experience and
credibility, and be able to note specific career accomplishments, including involvement with WEF, a member
association, and other organization involvement. The nominee must also have knowledge of WEF’s organization and
governance.
During their term, delegates-at-large must:

•
•
•
•

promote WEF’s vision, mission, and strategic goals;
support and advocate WEF policies, positions, and programs;
promote interest and active participation within WEF; and
raise awareness of opportunities and priorities of importance to WEF and to the water environment
profession.
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Lobbying and/or campaigning is not a part of the WEF nomination and selection process.
Click here for a nomination form. Mail completed forms to the WEF Nominating Committee, Attention: P. Ross, 601
Wythe Street, Alexandria, VA 22314-1994; or e-mail them to pross@wef.org.

WEF Seeks Nominations for Vice President
The Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) is currently seeking nominations for the position of vice
president. The deadline for nominations is March 1.
The WEF vision of preserving and enhancing the global water environment is achieved through the dedication and
active involvement of water environment professionals around the world. WEF will continue to advance its vision
through accomplished leadership by dedicated WEF members who have distinguished themselves as leaders in the
water environment profession. The WEF Nominating Committee invites you to nominate these distinguished WEF
members for the position of WEF vice president.
WEF members and member associations may nominate qualified WEF members for the vice president position. WEF
members may self-nominate. Nominees must be a WEF member and must have signified willingness to serve.
The vice president, upon nomination by the WEF Nominating Committee, and election by the WEF House of
Delegates, typically serves a 4-year term.
WEF officers bear the responsibility to promote WEF’s vision, mission, and strategic goals; support and advocate
WEF policies, positions, and programs; raise awareness of priorities of the water environment profession; and serve
as a spokesperson for and representative of WEF to the public, government agencies, policy-makers, water
environment leaders throughout the world, and to WEF members and member associations.
Nomination Criteria and Procedures
Any WEF member or member association may nominate a WEF member for this position. WEF members may selfnominate.
Nominations must be submitted using the WEF nomination form, and must include all requested information.
Incomplete nominations will not be considered.
Requirements for Consideration:

•
•
•
•

individual WEF member.
Willingness to serve.
Documented evidence of professional experience and capabilities as indicated below:
Significant career accomplishments, including involvement with WEF, a member association, and other
organization involvement.
Professional experience and credibility.
Leadership knowledge and experience.
Visionary planner, motivator, consensus builder, and communicator.
Knowledge of the WEF organization and governance.

•
•
•
•
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Requirements for Service:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Promote the WEF vision, mission, and strategic goals.
Support and advocate WEF policies, positions, and programs.
Serve as a spokesperson for and representative of WEF to members, WEF member associations, the
public, government agencies, policy-makers, and water environment leaders throughout the world. (Note
that significant travel time is involved in fulfilling the role of a WEF officer during the 4-year term of service.)
Promote interest and active participation within WEF.
Raise awareness of issues and priorities of concern to WEF and the water environment profession.
Commit to a 4-year term of service.

These requirements are important considerations of the WEF Nominating Committee during the review and selection
process. Lobbying and/or campaigning are not a part of the WEF officer nomination and selection process.
Click here for a nomination form. Mail completed forms to the WEF Nominating Committee, Attention P. Ross, 601
Wythe Street, Alexandria, VA 22314-1994; or e-mail them to pross@wef.org.

WEF Launches New, Improved Web Site for Infrastructure
Water Is Life, and Infrastructure Makes It Happen™ is launching into 2008 with a bang. The Water Environment
Federation’s (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) education initiative — designed to help communities build public awareness on
the need to invest in infrastructure — is introducing a new and improved Web site.
The revamped site is just the first offering from a group of new tools to be unveiled in 2008 and added to the current
portfolio of bill stuffers, brochures, print ads, TV public service announcements, and PowerPoint presentations.
“Making the invisible visible is a challenge that WEF will meet with new and improved resources for 2008,” said
WEF’s Executive Director Bill Bertera. “Water Is Life, and Infrastructure Makes It Happen offers an array of
educational pieces that can be easily personalized to meet local utility needs.”
Bertera explained that the new site further expands members’ access to “easy-to-use, inexpensive multimedia tools
that build grassroots support for water and wastewater infrastructure.”
In addition, a partnership of support with the National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA; Washington,
D.C.) will create synergy to strengthen the impact of Water Is Life, and Infrastructure Makes It Happen. NACWA’s
support will lead to more tools and greater outreach through an expanded network.
The new Web site is located at www.waterislife.net. For more information or to inquire about being part of the
WEF/NACWA infrastructure team, contact Lorraine Loken at (703) 684-2487 or lloken@wef.org.

Conference to Address Sustainable Water Management in Response to Changing
World
©2008 Water Environment Federation. All rights reserved.
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The European Water Association (EWA; Hennef, Germany), Japan Sewage Works Association (Tokyo), and the
Water Environment Federation (Alexandria, Va.) present the third joint specialty conference, Sustainable Water
Management in Response to 21st Century Pressures. The conference will be held May 5–9 in Munich.
Managers, planners, and designers in water management are already dealing with a number of pressures such as
new regulations, increases in water usage, greater demands in terms of risk avoidance, and changes in population
demography. Changes in weather bring new pressures.
This conference is focused on the practical consequences of those changes and how they can be mitigated and
accommodated. The conference will focus on:

•
•
•
•

coping with climate change and disasters;
techniques and energy;
finance, demography, and legislation; and
organizational structures.

Full conference details are available on the EWA Web site, www.ewaonline.de. For more information, contact Nadine
Schulte at EWA at +49-2242-872-189 or Schulte@dwa.de.

Reviewers Sought for Solids Processing Design and Management Manual
The Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.), the Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF;
Alexandria, Va.), and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) are looking for individuals to serve as
reviewers in a combined WEF, WERF, and EPA effort to update EPA 625/1-79-011, the agency’s Process Design
Manual for Sludge Treatment and Disposal.
The original manual — published by EPA in 1979 — is greatly in need of revision. It is expected that at least two
drafts will be produced by authors and reviewed before the production of the final draft. The estimated timetable for
the project is 2 to 3 years. The outline for the updated version of the manual follows:
Chapter 1: Introduction
Chapter 2: General Considerations for Planning of Solids Projects
Chapter 3: Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Chapter 4: Public Involvement
Chapter 5: Solids Production and Characterization
Chapter 6: Design Approach
Chapter 7: Conveyance
Chapter 8: Chemical Conditioning
Chapter 9: Thickening
Chapter 10: Waste Minimization
Chapter 11: Anaerobic Digestion
Chapter 12: Aerobic Digestion
Chapter 13: Dewatering
Chapter 14: Composting
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Chapter 15: Alkaline Treatment
Chapter 16: Other Stabilization Processes
Chapter 17: Thermal Drying
Chapter 18: Thermal Oxidation and Energy Recovery
Chapter 19: Other Thermal Processes
Chapter 20: Transport and Storage
Chapter 21: Management of Odors
Chapter 22: Sidestreams From Solids Treatment Processes
Chapter 23: Instrumentation and Monitoring
Chapter 24: Resource Recovery
Chapter 25: Land Disposal
Chapter 26: Emerging Technologies
Reviewers will be responsible for providing written comments at various draft stages in accordance with the
development schedule. If you are interested in being a reviewer; are able to work closely with other volunteers, a task
force chair, and the project administrator; and can dedicate the expertise and time to ensuring that a high-quality
manual is developed according to the publication development schedule, please contact Jon C. Dyer at jondyeretc@carolina.rr.com or (704) 708-5599. Contact Dyer with questions regarding publication development procedures
or the role of the reviewer.

Stockholm Junior Water Prize Committee Seeks Members
Are you interested in fostering the next generation of scientists and engineers? Would you like to be part of a global
effort to improve the water environment? If so, the Stockholm Junior Water Prize Committee is the place for you.
The Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) is looking for volunteers to join this dynamic group. Each
year, this committee helps to organize the most prestigious water-related research competition in the United States
for youth. Meetings take place by conference call to allow for a broad representation of WEF members, including
young professionals.
The Stockholm Junior Water Prize competition includes projects aimed at enhancing the quality of life through
improvement of water quality, water resource management, or water and wastewater treatment.
Click here for more information, or contact Stephanie Costello at scostello@wef.org or (703) 535-5263.

WEF Supports Clean Water Restoration Act
The Water Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) recently sent a letter to Chairman James Oberstar (D–
Minn.) of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee in support of H.R. 2421, The Clean Water
Restoration Act (CWRA).
Intended to restore the original jurisdiction of the Clean Water Act, the legislation was introduced in response to
recent Supreme Court cases that began to narrow the scope of the federal government’s protection of smaller
waterbodies, such as small tributaries and intermittent streams.
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“As water quality professionals, we believe it is vitally important to clarify what should be defined as waters of the
United States,” said WEF President Adam Zabinski. “WEF fully supports a watershed approach in addressing water
quality issues, but it will only work if all waterbodies within a given watershed receive protection under the Clean
Water Act. We commend this action by Chairman Oberstar and his House co-sponsors to proactively address this
issue and clear up any confusion caused by the recent court rulings.”
For more than three decades, the Clean Water Act has been utilized by federal and state governments to clean up
the nation’s most polluted waters and protect smaller waterbodies and wetland areas from pollution and development.
Some of those protections ended after two U.S. Supreme Court decisions — Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook
County (SWANCC) v. Army Corps of Engineers and Rapanos et ux., et at. v. United States — left about 8 million ha
(20 million ac) of geographically isolated wetlands at risk, and 60% of the nation’s stream miles unprotected.
The CWRA, introduced in the House of Representatives by Chairman Oberstar last May, restores those protections
and clears up confusion created by the rulings. Senator Russ Feingold (D–Wis.) introduced the companion bill in the
Senate in August. The legislation does not expand the jurisdiction of the federal government or place increased
regulatory restrictions on wastewater treatment plants, agriculture, and forestry.
WEF’s letter of support was sent on Nov. 6 on the understanding that the legislation will not affect the current
regulatory wastewater treatment exemptions.
“I appreciate WEF’s support for this important bill,” said Chairman Oberstar. “With enactment of this legislation, the
understanding of clean water jurisdiction that existed for nearly 30 years will be reestablished, there will be regulatory
certainty, and the nation will be better able to protect and maintain its water-related environment. WEF’s support for
the bill will put us one step closer to restoring the environmental protections afforded by the Clean Water Act.”

WEF Member Voutchkov Honored as 2007 Trendsetter by Public Works Magazine

Nikolay Voutchkov. Click
image for larger view.

Poseidon Resources’ Corporate Technical Director,
Nikolay Voutchkov, was named one of Public
Works Magazine’s prestigious trendsetters of 2007.
The annual list featured in November 2007 issue of
the magazine recognizes visionaries who stand out
among their peers by making national or
international impacts on the public works sector
with fresh and innovative ideas and who set new
trends and standards within the industry.

Poseidon Resources specializes in developing and financing water infrastructure projects — primarily
seawater desalination and water treatment plants.
Voutchkov was honored for creating a collocated desalination system that uses existing infrastructure and cooling
water from a nearby power plant to reduce dramatically costs and environmental impacts associated with producing
fresh drinking water from seawater. He also led the development of a novel method to determine the salinity
tolerance of marine organisms to discharges from the desalination plant, which allows plant design and discharge
configuration to be tailored to the site specific conditions of the marine ecosystem in the area of the discharge.
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More than half of a dozen plants currently under development along California’s Pacific coast are considering
implementing Voutchkov’s collocated seawater desalination system. On Nov. 15, 2007, the California Coastal
Commission validated the environmental and cost benefits of the proposed collocation system by awarding a coastal
development permit for the first large seawater desalination plant in California — the 189,250-m³ (50-mgd) facility in
Carlsbad.

WEF International Pavilion Program — Space is Limited
If your business development plans include Asia and Europe, don’t miss the opportunity to exhibit with Water
Environment Federation (WEF; Alexandria, Va.) International Pavilions at the 9th China International Water Supply &
Drainage and Water Treatment Exhibition 2008 (WSDWTF) in Shanghai, and the 15th International Trade Fair for
Environmental Protection, Water, Sewage, Refuse, and Recycling 2008 (IFAT) in Munich.
Book an exhibition space now, and exhibit under the WEF banner in a prime location, where thousands of customers
will see your products and services.
Features and benefits of exhibiting with WEF International Pavilions include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

prime booth locations
various booth size options smaller than the minimum required by the show organizer
all exhibits arranged by WEF
translators (as appropriate)
lounge and meeting areas with food and beverage provided by WEF
WEF on-site reception
WEF staffed pavilion
promotions of pavilions through WEF publications
assistance with housing arrangements, and much more.

In 2007, WSDWTF welcomed more than 20,000 trade visitors from 30 countries, and included more than 700
exhibiting companies from 23 countries. In 2005, IFAT had more than 109,000 trade visitors from 166 countries,
including 2222 exhibiting companies from 36 countries.
Dates, Facts, Figures
WEF Pavilion at WSDWTF 2008
April 27–29, 2008
Intex-Shanghai and Shanghai Mart, Shanghai
WSDWTF exhibitor list as of Dec. 13, 2007:

•
•
•
•

BDL Ltd.
Groth Corporation
Selwood Pumps
Sprayroq Inc.
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WEF Pavilion at IFAT 2008
15th International Trade Fair for Environmental Protection, Water, Sewage, Refuse, and Recycling
May 5–9, 2008
New Munich Trade Fair Centre
Munich
IFAT exhibitor list as of Dec. 13, 2007:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aqua-Aerobics Systems Inc.
Hayward Flow Control Systems
Hydro Instruments
Neuros Co. Ltd.
Penn Valley Pump Co. Inc.
Pulsafeeder Inc.
Ross Valve Mfg Co. Inc.

For more information, contact Laila Sukkariyyah at lsukkariyyah@wef.org or (703) 684-2458, or (703) 650-8516.
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