Water’s Worth It– Investment in Water Infrastructure Creates Jobs,
Drives Innovation, and Safeguards Public Health
“Infrastructure shouldn’t be a partisan issue. Investments in better roads and safer bridges and newer schools
have been made by Democrats and Republicans for generations, because they benefit all of us. They lead to
strong, durable economic growth. Ronald Reagan once said that rebuilding our infrastructure is ‘common sense’
and ‘an investment in tomorrow that we must make today.’”
~ President Obama (April 30, 2012)

Requested Action: Join WEF in our messaging campaign to get water infrastructure investment on the national
agenda this fall.
On behalf of WEF and our executive Director Jeff Eger, I am writing to ask for your help and input on a bold effort to get
water infrastructure investment on the national agenda this fall. As you know, our nation’s water infrastructure suffers
from a lack of support from our consumers and public leadership. Investment in water infrastructure creates jobs, drives
innovation and safeguards public health. A clean and abundant water supply is essential to prosperity and enables
communities to attract and retain industry, businesses and qualified workers, the drivers for real economic recovery. The
failure to invest can have disastrous consequences. We have a unique opportunity this fall to use the presidential election
season to raise awareness of the value of water.
WEF in cooperation with several Member Associations in key battleground states has crafted the following core message:
We must invest in our nation's drinking water, wastewater, and other water related
infrastructure to repair and replace aging and inefficient systems, and create good jobs that
expand and improve our local and national economy, and drive research and innovation in
new water technologies to be used in the US and around the world.
As the organizations that represent water professionals working directly to ensure clean and safe water, WEF and our
local associations are uniquely qualified to carry this bi-partisan message forward to our candidates and elected officials,
and perhaps more importantly the media.
Although other infrastructure such as roads and bridges are frequently discussed nationally, water infrastructure is most
often overlooked. We need to advocate smart investment and a new way of thinking to boost infrastructure spending - by
failing to invest in water infrastructure, we do so at our own peril. We cannot afford to kick the “water bottle” down the
road.
Investment in water infrastructure means jobs for Americans – plain and simple. Jobs directly tied to the construction of
water facilities, jobs that are created when these new facilities spark investment and redevelopment in waterfronts,
business parks, and other areas, jobs in agriculture and manufacturing that need water to produce products for America
and the world, and jobs that are created when spending on water infrastructure drives research and innovation leading to
new technologies that can be used in the US and around the world.
What you can do to help:
• Make this messaging effort a priority for your MA, and designate 1-2 key contacts to work with WEF to
implement over the next 3 months.
• Share statistics, case studies, anecdotes, etc. from your state/region that support the need for water infrastructure
investment.
• Reach out to members, media, local and state elected officials and leaders, chambers of commerce and other
contacts to deliver the message.
• Reach out to political candidates at all levels and regardless of party affiliation. This is a bipartisan issue. This is
an American issue.
We want to spread the word quickly, broadly and to as many key audiences as possible using all effective methods of
communication including social media. If you are interested in getting involved in this campaign, please contact Amanda
Waters, WEF Government Affairs Counsel at awaters@wef.org.
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No access to water means jobs disappear
o The population in Texas is expected to increase 82 percent between the years 2010 and 2060, growing from 25.4
million to 46.3 million people.
o Water demand in Texas is projected to increase by only 22 percent, from about 18 million acre‐feet per year in
2010 to about 22 million acre‐feet per year in 2060.
o Existing water supplies—the amount of water that can be produced with current permits, current contracts, and
existing infrastructure during drought—are projected to decrease about 10 percent.
o If Texas does not implement new water supply projects or management strategies, then homes, businesses, and
agricultural enterprises throughout the state are projected to need 8.3 million acre-feet of additional water supply
by 2060.
o Annual economic losses from not meeting water supply needs could result in a reduction in income of
approximately $11.9 billion annually if current drought conditions approach the drought of record, and as much as
$115.7 billion annually by 2060, with over a million lost jobs.
o The regional planning groups recommended 562 unique water supply projects designed to meet needs for
additional water supplies for Texas during drought.
o The capital cost to design, construct, or implement the recommended water management strategies and projects is
$53 billion.
o Investment of $53 billion necessary to prevent loss of over a million jobs and $115 billion reduction in income
annually by 2060.
Deteriorating infrastructure
o The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimates that by 2020 there will be an $84 billion gap between what
is being spent on wastewater and drinking water infrastructure and what should be spent to meet our national
needs.
o American Society of Civil Engineers gives a D- grade to the state of our nation’s wastewater infrastructure,
drinking water infrastructure, levees, and inland waterways, while the nation’s dams get a D grade.
o American Water Works Association found that restoring existing drinking water systems as they reach the end of
their useful lives and expanding them to serve a growing population will cost at least $1 trillion over the next 25
years, if we are to maintain current levels of water service.
o We are seeing an increasing number of costly and disruptive water main breaks and pipe failures in our
communities and it is much more costly to be reactive than proactive.
Inefficiencies drive up costs
o Inefficiencies in our water infrastructure system drive up the cost to the public in everything they buy and use,
from the water out of their tap and the groceries in their refrigerator, to the price of homeowners insurance and the
cost of consumer goods shipped via ports and waterways.
Water, Jobs & the Economy (US EPA)
o Every job in water and sewer creates 3 new jobs
o $1 invested in water and sewer leads to $6.35 in long-term private output
o $1 billion in water infrastructure creates 40,000 jobs
o $1 billion in water efficiency creates 22,000 jobs
o $188 billion to upgrade U.S. water and wastewater infrastructure would generate $265 billion in economic
activity and 1.9 million jobs
US Environmental Industry (Department of Commerce)
o In 2010, generated approximately $312 billion in revenues, with a global market of more than $800 billion
o Environmental industry employed nearly 1.7 million Americans (61,000 small businesses) in 2010
o Water equipment and chemicals is the largest component of the environmental sector (37% of exports), with
approximately $10 billion in exports in 2009

