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Why Cincinnati Region?
Cincinnati has more water technology patents per 

capita than any other region of the US

Louisville
80

Cincinnati
258

Dayton
40

Frankfort
11

Lexington
38

Indianapolis
184

Columbus
76

Indianapolis:
Drinking Water: 138
Waste Water:      45
Storm Water:        1

Lexington:
Drinking Water:     9
Waste Water:      26
Storm Water:        3

Louisville:
Drinking Water:   17
Waste Water:      62
Storm Water:        1

Frankfort:
Drinking Water:      3
Waste Water:         8
Storm Water:         0

Cincinnati:
Drinking Water:   96
Waste Water:    153
Storm Water:        9

Dayton:
Drinking Water:   8
Waste Water:    32
Storm Water:      0

Columbus:
Drinking Water:   24
Waste Water:      46
Storm Water:        6

Search Date: October 8, 2010
Source: USPTO, 1976-Present, Search terms: “Drinking Water”, 

“Storm Water” and “Waste Water”



Test Beds
Confluence has a rich suite of test beds that includes 

the US EPA Testing and Evaluation Center 



Confluence’s Formation
• Community leaders  from the 

Cincinnati region agreed to 
proceed with formation of 
Confluence through EPA/SBA led 
engagement and analysis process

• January 18, 2011 – EPA 
Administrator Jackson and SBA 
Administrator Karen Mills 
announced  launch of Confluence

• EPA  announced commitment of 
over $5 million in support for 
water technology innovation in 
Cincinnati



Policy Innovation - Tri-State EPA Agreement
To expedite the commercialization process, Confluence brokered a landmark multi-

state memorandum of understanding between Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana regulators 
so that startups and firms can get innovations approve by all three states at once. 



Algal Toxin Projects
The Confluence Algal Toxin Project team (universities, agencies 

and private sector) was in place to act and coordinate multi-level 
data collection and analysis with NASA during the historical HAB 

event that covered 600 miles of the Ohio River in Sept., 2015. 



Cincinnati Enquirer
September 26, 2015

The largest algal bloom 
ever recorded on the Ohio 
river happened on 
September 25, 2015. The 
bloom covered over 600 
miles of the Ohio River. It 
passed right by the 
drinking water intakes for 
Cincinnati and for 
Northern Kentucky.

Confluence partnered 
with NASA, universities, 
agencies, startups, and 
private companies to 
address the HABs



Confluence Regional Utility Network
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